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Greetings Colorado Elks! We have turned the page into 2024! 

The Elks kicked of the year with an appearance in the Tour-

nament of Roses Parade. I hope everyone had the chance to 

see the Elks float. 

Once again, the CEA will participate in the National Western 

Stock Show. The big event puts our brand in front of hun-

dreds of thousands of spectators, promoting the programs of 

the Elks. 

 

Another image builder we can participate in is the Denver St 

Patrick’s Day Parade. If you want to participate, send me an 

email. 

2024 is also a leap-year! Lucky me I get to be CEA president for 1 extra day! So, on the 

29th of February make an on-line donation to ENF for $20.24 or $24 and you will guar-

antee good luck for the next 4 years. 

 

The Olympic games also return in 2024. To celebrate the CEA will have “ENF Games” at 

the January quarterly meeting.                                                                    (Continued on p 15) 

Just Ask! 

1st Vice President Elevinio “JR” Cruz 

Hola Members, 

Hope you had a great holiday season and was able to 

spend time with your family. As Elks, it was a great 

time to volunteer and show what Elkdom is truly all 

about. Many lodges held fundraisers, gave food bas-

kets, prepared boxes for our military, veterans, and 

homeless, along with several other great community 

service. Thank you each and one of you for your love 

of the community and your lodge.    (continued p 15) 

AFP’s National  
Philanthropy Day 
Outstanding Service 
Provider ! 

JANUARY  26 
Doubletree Colorado Springs 

 

1:30pm State Trustees meeting 
2:00pm CEA Board of Directors 

Meeting 

 

CEA BANQUET THEME 
 

ENF Games 
Celebrate your favorite sports 

teams by wearing their colors or 
uniforms! 
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  Greetings!

 

I'd like to thank everyone who made the 

spouse's activities fun at the Fall Quarter-

ly!  I have thank you cards (along with 

Christmas cards and change of address 

cards) buried on my desk. 

 

One of my favorite memes is along the lines 

of "whenever you're thrown a curve ball, yell 

'Plot Twist!' and move on."  At the time of 

the Fall Quarterly, Geff and I expected to be 

in our new house in a week, maybe 

two.   Since then, we've had several plot 

twists:  we've essentially moved twice and 

welcomed Geff's mother earlier than ex-

pected into our new home.  While we've gone 

from five storage units down to two, I'm 

behind in communications and plan-

ning.  Hopefully, though, we've had the last 

plot twist for a while.  

2024 is going to be a great year for the ELKS! 

 

I hope that you had a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year.  

 

As we begin this new year, the next few weeks are going to 

be busy. The National Western Stock show begins Satur-

day, January 6th thru January 21st. The Colorado Elks 

association will have a booth this year. Come by the booth 

and say hello. 

   

The Winter quarterly is January 26th thru 28th. We will have the Texas and New Mexico State 

presidents making a visit to our quarterly. Hope you can come and meet them. There will be 

breakout sessions for everyone. Drug Awareness, Business Practices, Government Relations, Ritu-

al, E.N.F., Lodge Secretaries, Americanism, Major Projects, Hoop Shoot, Veterans Service, Soccer 

Shoot and many more. Hope to see you there! 

  

The Colorado State Elks Hoop Shoot will be holding the finals competition on Saturday, February 

24th, in Salida. 

The competition will be held at the Salida High School gym at 9am. come and support our kids. 

  

The new year is coming for those who will be Exalted Ruler and Officers of the Lodge. Now is the 

time to prepare your committees and appointed officers. 

  

It was exciting see the BPOE Elks float, in this year’s Tournament of Roses Parade. I thought it was 

great! Hope you were able to see it. 

Plot Twist! 

Winter Quarterly Spouses’ Activities: 
 

Bring On the Board Games!, Saturday 10am, Room TBD 

 
Spouses’ Breakfast, Sunday 9am, Windows Room  

 

THE COLORADO ELKS 

ASSOCIATION 

is a non-profit fraternal organization 

operated under the direction of its elected 

officers and trustees. 

It is a part of the Benevolent and Protec-

tive Order of Elks of the United States of 

America.  

The official Association mailing address  ia 

825 Lowrey Lane 

Berthoud CO 80513 

The COLORADO ELKS NEWSLETTER is 

published quarterly by the Colorado Elks 

Association under the direction of its 

officers and trustees. 

Lodges are encouraged to submit news 

articles, photos and all correspondence to: 

EDITOR 

Cynthia Wyszynski 

PO Box 447 

Norwood, CO 81423 

email: CEApublicity@gmail.com 

970-708-4803 

It’s Gonna Be GREAAAAAT! 
2nd Vice President Dennis Morgan 
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CEA First Lady 

Ellen McDaniel 

 

I'm looking forward to seeing everyone in Colo-

rado Springs for the Winter Quarterly.  The 

theme is "ENF Games" and in the spirit of 

games, we are encouraging everyone to wear 

their favorite sports team colors/jersey/etc. to 

the banquet (it doesn't have to be a professional 

team--if you children/grandchildren's soccer 

team is your favorite team--wear what you have 

to support them!). 

 

The most recent plot twist was when I went to 

look up our Saturday activity, and I discovered 

that the place I wanted to visit had closed since I 

checked it out last year.  Instead, if anyone 

would like to spend some time with the spouses, 

please bring your favorite board game, and let's 

plan to meet at 10am...or just show up and join 

one of the existing games.  The theme for the 

brunch will be along the games line and I look 

forward to seeing everyone there! 

mailto:ceapublicity@gmail.com


Greeting to all 

of our Elk 

Friends! 

 

Gloria and I, as 

of this writing, 

have complet-

ed eleven of 

our fourteen visits.  

 

What a super great time we have had visiting 

your Lodges.  Thank you all for your wonder-

ful hospitality and fun times.  The visitations 

have been special times in our lives.  Thank 

you all again for accepting us into your 

Lodges’ activities . 

 

This is a great time to let JR and Dennis and 

myself know if you would like to be a District 

Committee Chairman or a State Committee 

Chairman.  There are many committees in our 

state and if one is one you would like to get 

involved with, let us know.  

We will do our best to get you more involved 

with the CEA activities.  

 

I started out as CEA  Americanism Chairman 

in 2009, and look where I am now, going 

through the Vice President chairs. 

  

MEET NEW MEXICO 
STATE PRESIDENT 

ANDREW HOUSELY! 

I am Andrew Housley, Presi-

dent of the New Mexico Elks 

Association and I cannot wait 

to spend time with the great 

Elks of Colorado this month! 

I have been an Elk for 14 years 

now of the Silver City Elks 

Lodge 413 in beautiful southern 

New Mexico, and have loved 

every moment. 

 

As a single Dad of four - a twen-

ty two year old son serving as a 

US Marine, and three daugh-

ters—the Elks have played a 

special roll in my family’s lives 

for which I am eternally grate-

ful. 

 

My motto for New Mexico this 

year has been “Pass the Torch”. 

Passing on our tradition, lega-

cy, values and passion for chari-

ty has been my call since be-

coming a member. To ensure 

my children, and someday 

grandchildren, have opportuni-

ty in being members of the 

greatest organization in the 

nation. 

My primary goal has been to 

bring in new members and 

involve current members in all 

aspects of what we do and to 

see new leaders rise to the occa-

sion and take the lead. 

So as we gather this month be 

sure to stop me, get a pin, and 

light the fires of Elkdom in 

everyone you meet! 
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Hopefully one day to be the President of the Colo-

rado Elks Association.  Remember, the more you 

put into the Elks the more you get back. Elks Care, 

Elks Share.  

What better way to demonstrate this than by do-

nating blood? Every pint of blood donated helps 

save three lives.  Who knows, the life you save 

could be your own or a member of your family.  

 

My Lodge in Greeley, has organized an Elks dona-

tion recognition site with UC Health.  When we 

donate blood we let them know this is in the name 

of the Elks and the blood donor bank keeps a rec-

ord of  Elks donating.  

 

I go in in to donate and they give me a list of Elks 

who  have donated and I put that in an article in 

our newsletter, giving recognition to our donating 

members.  If you are on medications and feel 

that  you can not donate, check with your donor 

facility.  The accept blood even if you are on medi-

cation, ie blood pressure, cholesterol and so 

on.  Soooo... don't delay - give blood,  donate today. 

 

Have a great 2004 and in September the guy with 

the handle bar mustache would really appreciate 

your vote.  

The Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, & Belonging Committee is 

excited to host Johnny Humphrey — Director of Inclusivity 

Services at the Center on Colfax  – at two Winter Quarterly 

breakout sessions. 
 

Mr. Humphrey will present LGBTQ+ Basics at 9:30am.  He will 

discuss basic language and terminology, while creating a safe 

space for questions. He will cover the differences between sexu-

al orientation and gender identity, as well as expand on the additional identities that fall under 

the LGBTQ+ umbrella. Johnny will also discuss the importance of pronoun usage and their 

impact on transgender and gender expansive people.  

 

At 3:00 pm we’ll take a deeper dive into the impacts of heteronormativity and cisnormativity, 

explain the “coming out” and “transition” processes, dispel harmful myths about the LGBTQ+ 

community, and explore ways to support the LGBTQ+ community through allyship. This may 

be the first time that you’ve had the opportunity to learn about and discuss the LGBTQ+ com-

munity in a safe, judgement-free zone. We hope that you’ll take advantage of these workshops 

and attend both sessions.  
 

For more information about the Center on Colfax, visit glbtcolorado.org. 

Celebrate Diversity with Johnny Humphrey 

A Different Way To Give 
3rd Vice President Terry Gaber 

https://glbtcolorado.org/


 

  4 FRIDAY, January 26th 

1:30 pm State Trustees Meeting               2pm Board of Directors Meeting 

All members welcome 
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To all Exalted Rulers and PER Chairs, I know that you are coming to the end of this year’s reign, 

but I would like to encourage you to submit your lodge’s Elk of the Year and Officer of the Year 

as your final duty. It is always a great honor when a member is picked for their own lodge but 

how exciting for them to know that they could be a District Winner and then the State Winner 

for 2023-24! 

 

Please take the time to fill out the district paperwork that will be mailed to your lodge, or maybe 

ask another officer to help you out because it is very important. I don’t know how many times I 

have been asked in the last 3 years of chairing this committee… “was my name submitted” and it 

is very heartbreaking when I have to tell them “no,” we did not receive one from their lodge. 

 

If you want to know more about it then attend our breakout session at Winter Quarterly in Colo-

rado Springs! (January 27th, 1 pm Royal Gorge room at the Doubletree Colorado Springs) 

Welcome Our Newest Committee—
Sustainability! 

DATES FOR YOUR 

CALENDAR 

 

Honoring Our Members 
 

By Kathy Yost & Jared Crabtree, State Chairs Elk & Officer of the Year 
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Brett Nelson 

Sustainablity Chair 

January  26-28 

 

February 5 

 

February 16 

 

February 24 

 

March 15 

 

March 16 

 

 

March 31 

 

April 1 

 

April 13 

 

April 26-28 

 

June 14 

June 20-July 3 

Winter 

Quarterly 

Legacy Scholar-

ship Deadline 

Happy Birthday, 

BPOE! 

State Hoop 

Shoot—Salida 

Contest A  due to 

District Deputies 

Regional Hoop 

Shoot 

2023-24 ENF 

donations due 
 

Newsletter 

deadline 

Elks Night @ 

Avalanche 

Spring Quarterly 

 

Flag Day 

Grand Lodge 

Austin, TX 

The Sustainability Committee is excited to start its first year as a state level Colorado Elk Associ-

ation Committee! 

 

With that being said, we are looking for members in lodges from any districts to reach out to find 

out more about what we are doing, and how you can get involved. Brett Nelson, Sustainability 

Committee Chair, presented at the Fall Quarterly in Grand Junction this past November, and 

will be presenting at another break-out session in January at the Colorado Springs Winter Ses-

sion.  

Some of the inspiration for starting the committee came in February of 2020 after seeing this 

photo of the Elks Lodge in Aspen repopulating the local Elk Herd via train from Jackson Hole in 

1913. The other pictures below are from our Adopt-A-Highway "Clean Colorado" mile outside of 

town that we are now stewards of.  

 

Other projects in the pipeline involve composting at lodges, wildfire mitigation efforts, a local 

speaker series at lodges of your own, adoption of highway miles, and member home & lodge 

utility bill reduction programs through state and local grants. 

 

Our Mission Statement is to Develop and implement strategies to improve our local environment 

within our Elks Lodge, our town, and our valley.  

Please feel free to give Brett Nelson a call at 970 901 5440 to talk about getting a 
local committee of your own going!  It could be a great way to get new members involved 
with volunteering at your local lodge in this great state that we all call home. 

Learn more about the 

Sustainability Committee at 

our Winter Quarterly 

Saturday, January 27 

1 pm 

Pueblo Room 
Doubletree Colorado Springs 



From the Hoop Shoot Court 
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Swish. Swish. Swish. It must be Elks Hoop Shoot season! This season marks the 52 nd Year of the 

Elks National Foundation Hoop Shoot youth program. More than half of the Colorado Lodges have 

hosted local contests and offered this opportunity to the youth on their communities. 

 

As a result of these contests and due to the volunteerism of over 250 Elks members, over 1,300 

youth have experienced the program so far. 

The inevitable goal for all the shooters is to become an Elks Hoop Shoot National Champion 

crowned in April in Chicago, Illinois. However, while only six shooters will accomplish this feat, the 

remaining shooters will have to deal with defeat. I have often heard that a person learns more from 

losing than winning. 

 

One of the goals of the program is to give youth the opportunity to overcome adversity and build 

upon those opportunities provided to them. 

I would like to applaud every Elks member who has stepped up and volunteered their time to pro-

vide these opportunities to the youth. If your lodge did not participate this year, ask yourself why 

not? Why don’t we want to offer these opportunities to our youth? 

 

I can tell you that I participated in the Hoop Shoot program at ages 8-13 and can remember the 

trials and tribulations that came with winning and losing. These experiences have become a part of 

my life and have helped me deal with adversity, both bad and good. 

The Colorado Elks State Hoop Shoot is scheduled in Salida on Saturday, Feb. 24 at Salida High 

School. This is the pinnacle of Hoop Shoot in Colorado and we will crown six state champions to 

compete against Wyoming, Nebraska, and Kansas for the opportunity to advance to the National 

Hoop Shoot Finals. 

I invite all of you to check out the posts on the “Colorado Elks State Hoop Shoot” Facebook page as 

well as the “West Central Region #8” Facebook page for regional and national highlights.                                                            

- Brandon Wilkins, Region 8 Hoop Shoot Director 

Top: Hoop Shoot Champion 

Alexa Tien with Hoop Shoot 

Director Brandon Wilkins 

Below: Denver Nuggets 

Guard Jalen Pickett, Hoop 

Shoot Champion Kinlee Cox, 

& San Antonio Spurs Center 

Victor Wembanyama at CEA 

Night at the Nuggets 



Meet Your State Officers 
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Meet Your State Chairs 

Geff McDaniel 

State President 
Central Southeast District 

 

Bob Keyser 

State Trustee 
Central Southeast District 

 

What is your home 
town? 

 

Wheat Ridge CO 

Where is your current 
lodge? 

 

Littleton 1650 

Who proposed you & 
when? 

 

My brother, Jim Keyser  

What is your favorite 

Elks program? 
 

Veterans Services, I'm deeply 

involved with the Veter-

ans Treatment Courts and 

Veterans Homeless pro-

grams.  

What are you most 

curious about? 
 

In ELKDOM I'm 

most curious about Lodge 

membership. Is there a point 

where a Lodge can have too 

many members?  

Who is your Valentine? 
 

My lovely wife of 26 years, 

Kathy Keyser  

Jeannette Rogers 

Leadership Resources & 

Training 
Central Northwest District 

What is your home 
town? 

 

Denver CO 

Where is your current 
lodge? 

 

Englewood “Blackjack/Bust” 
2122 

Who proposed you & 
when? 

 

Charter Member  Harry 
Dowler, 1988 

What is your favorite 
Elks program? 

 

I always loved the Lodge 
youth programs since I 
grew up participating in 
them. I also love a Pa-

rade . 

What are you most 
curious about? 

 

Life is full of curiosities 
and wonders. The dynam-
ic of moving parts is high-
ly interesting whether its 

people or machinery.  

Who is your Valentine? 
 

Kathy Ireland - Ellen 

doesn't know, but then 

neither does Kathy.  

Matt Fernandez 

Elks National Foundation 
South District 

 

What is your home 
town? 

 

Taos NM 

Where is your current 
lodge? 

 

Alamosa 1297 

Who proposed you & 
when? 

 

Joseph Ortega—my father-in
-law, 2016  

What is your favorite 
Elks program? 

 

The Kid Print Safety 
Program 

What are you most 
curious about? 

 

More ways to effectively raise 
money to help our communi-

ties.  

Who is your Valentine? 
 

The love of my life. 

My beautiful wife, 

Grace Fernandez  

What is your home 
town? 

 

Golden CO 

Where is your current 
lodge? 

 

Golden 2740 

Who proposed you & 
when? 

 

Wayne Rogers, a long time 
ago 

What is your favorite 
Elks program? 

 

Youth Activities & Veterans  

What are you most 
curious about? 

 

How do we retain and excite 
members in our lodge  

Who is your Valentine? 

 

Better put Wayne Rogers, my 

husband, right?  



HOW DO I…? 
 

Optimize 
Social Media 
by Becky Schmitz 

We know our members love to 

post pictures and videos of our 

events, so let’s help make sure we 

are always putting our best foot 

forward.  

 

Alcohol/Beer/Wine, firearms, 

and inappropriate behavior, are 

not to be posted on an official 

Elks Lodge site. 

When posting and sharing 

graphics all rules in the 

Emblem Usage Manual must 

be followed. 

 

They included but are not limited 

to the usage of artists names or 

signature or any logos other than 

those in the above mentioned 

manual. 

The Grand Lodge Marketing 

Committee has created numer-

ous shareables that revolve 

around various themes such as: 

Member Orientation, Bingo, 

Mother’s Day Brunch, Meeting 

Night, etc. 

 

So please join elks.org and ex-

plore the many ways to promote 

Elkdom. 

 
To learn how to make your 

posters pop with Canva join us at 
the Public Relations Winter 
Quarterly breakout session. 

 
Saturday, January 27th 

1 pm 
Teller Room  

 

Veterans Programs 
“As long as there are veterans, we shall never forget them” 
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  South Korean Ambassador 

for Peace Medal 
 

Korean War Veterans who served in the 

Korean War may be eligible for the Ko-

rean Ambassador for Peace Medal. 

 

This commemorative medal is an ex-

pression of appreciation from the Kore-

an government to United States service-

men and women who served in the Ko-

rean War.  

 

The Veteran Services Team is working 

closely with the Consul General in San 

Francisco to bring him to our April 

Quarterly to present to medals to Kore-

an War Veterans. 

 

If you know someone who qualifies for 

the medal, please email 

ceavets@gmail.com for the 

application. 

  38th Annual 
Disabled Veterans Winter 

Sports Clinic 
 

April 1-7, 2024 

The Winter Sports Clinic is returning to 

Snowmass this April. 

 

There are numerous ways to help at the 

Aspen and Glenwood Springs Lodges. 

 

You can watch a video of last year’s pro-

gram, Breaking Barriers, on our 

YouTube channel, @CEAnews. 

 

Join us at our Winter Quarterly 

breakout session to find out more. 

Saturday, January 27th 

8:30am   Royal Gorge Room 

Free for all female veterans in Colorado 

February 10      Doubletree Aurora    10 am 

for more information or to register visit wmaco1.org 

       BIG FLUFFY COWS! 

This year’s National Western Stock Show is 

wrapping up, and with that one 

of our  most amazing youth programs—

Catch-a-Calf. 

Members & Lodges across the state sponsor kids to raise 

their calves for a year, and compete at NWSS for scholar-

ship money. 

For more info about Catch-a-Calf, visit the National 

Western Stock Show’s website. 

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.elks.org/grandlodge/manuals/downloadPDF.cfm?thepdfID=89
https://virtualmanuals.elks.org/shareables/?category=facebook-covers&tag=facebook-covers
https://virtualmanuals.elks.org/shareables/?category=facebook-covers&tag=facebook-covers
https://virtualmanuals.elks.org/shareables/?category=facebook-covers&tag=facebook-covers
https://virtualmanuals.elks.org/shareables/?category=facebook-covers&tag=facebook-covers
https://virtualmanuals.elks.org/shareables/?category=facebook-covers&tag=facebook-covers
https://virtualmanuals.elks.org/shareables/?category=facebook-covers&tag=facebook-covers
https://virtualmanuals.elks.org/shareables/?category=facebook-covers&tag=facebook-covers
https://virtualmanuals.elks.org/shareables/?category=facebook-covers&tag=facebook-covers
https://virtualmanuals.elks.org/shareables/?category=facebook-covers&tag=facebook-covers
https://virtualmanuals.elks.org/shareables/?category=facebook-covers&tag=facebook-covers
https://virtualmanuals.elks.org/shareables/?category=facebook-covers&tag=facebook-covers
https://virtualmanuals.elks.org/shareables/?category=facebook-covers&tag=facebook-covers
https://virtualmanuals.elks.org/shareables/?category=facebook-covers&tag=facebook-covers
https://virtualmanuals.elks.org/shareables/?category=facebook-covers&tag=facebook-covers
https://virtualmanuals.elks.org/shareables/?category=facebook-covers&tag=facebook-covers
https://virtualmanuals.elks.org/shareables/?category=facebook-covers&tag=facebook-covers
https://virtualmanuals.elks.org/shareables/?category=facebook-covers&tag=facebook-covers
https://virtualmanuals.elks.org/shareables/?category=facebook-covers&tag=facebook-covers
mailto:ceavets@gmail.com?subject=Korean%20War%20Veteran%20application
https://www.youtube.com/@CEANews/playlists
https://wmaco1.org/
https://nationalwestern.com/livestock-shows/catch-a-calf-program/#:~:text=Soon%20after%20World%20War%20II,the%20National%20Western%20Stock%20Show.














 

Still Time To Complete Contest A 
 

By Mark E. Eaton, 
Grand Lodge Committee Member  
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The Contest ‘A’ - All American Lodge year is quickly coming to an end. There is 

still time to enter your submission. 

 

It’s nearing time to finish up your paperwork and get it to your District Deputy by 

the end of March so they have time to review and make any corrections. 

 

Prestigious awards like this are a lot of hard work by many people. I hope your 

Lodge is busy preparing and completing your entry. 

 

The Grand Lodge Fraternal Committee would like to remind you of the dates and 

the process. To get started go to: elks.org/grandlodge/fraternal/files/

contestALodgeCertification.pdf. You will find everything you need in that PDF. 

 

It is very important you read the entire form carefully with its requirements and 

descriptions. Make sure you have strong supporting documentation which is very 

critical for point value. If you are not sure you qualify for something, ask the Con-

test Administrator, Randall Snellenberger, for a copy of the Fraternal Committee 

All-American Lodge Contest “A” Supplement Manual, or check with your District 

Deputy. Every point is extremely important! You can use a separate sheet or the 

back side of the form to list all your different activities. 

 

The Lodge Secretary must verify Lodge membership as of March 31, 2023. This 

will determine the division you will be judged on. Also, make sure your entry is 

signed by the Exalted Ruler and Lodge Secretary. It is suggested to be postmarked 

to your District Deputy by March 15, 2024, however the deadline for submission is 

March 31, 2024. This will ensure your Deputy has time to review and check it be-

fore sending it on to your State Lodge Activities Chairman. The State Lodge Activi-

ties Chair then sends winners on to Grand Lodge with a postmark no later than 

April 30, 2024. 

 

This award shows your Lodge is working as a team. Officers and Members working 

together is how Lodges strengthen community relationships and build stronger 

ties. It shows your community how Elks accomplish amazing things. 

 

If you don’t qualify this year, start planning for next year. Put a committee togeth-

er, go over the form, and start recording your entries. You will be surprised at how 

many things you can improve and build on. Things don’t just happen—you have to 

make them happen.  

A small group of actors and enter-

tainers began this great Order on 

February 16, 1868. Look where we 

are one hundred and fifty six years 

later: We are still here to serve 

those in need, proving that “Elks 

Care—Elks Share.” What a jour-

ney! 

 

February is a very busy month for us as Elks. Only two 

months remain in the Lodge year. If you still have 

goals you haven’t met, it’s not too late. Get to work on 

them, they can still be accomplished. Use the next two 

months wisely and you certainly can get a lot done. It 

would be quite an accomplishment to announce to all 

of your Members that you have successfully reached 

the goals you set almost one year ago. 

 

February is when new Officers are nominated and 

elected for the new Lodge year. All Lodges in our Order 

should elect leaders who are going to be dedicated to 

the affairs of your Lodge and community. The success 

of your Lodge programs will depend upon their leader-

ship. Lodge Secretaries should note that February is 

when you must upload the Lodge directory into the 

CLMS2 web page. This information is extremely im-

portant so that updates are done in a timely manner. 

 

This month we recognize our Past Exalted Rulers. We 

must let them know their leadership and experience is 

invaluable to us. A Past Exalted Rulers Night is a great 

way to honor them for their contributions to your 

Lodge. Make them feel proud of their accomplish-

ments. 

During February, we recognize American Heart 

Month. This is when we get our Lodges and communi-

ties together in raising awareness to prevent heart 

disease. Proudly wear red during this month to show 

Elks care about cardiovascular health. 

 

In addition to Presidents’ Day on February 19, we also 

celebrate Valentine’s Day on February 14. We remem-

ber the people we love and those who make a differ-

ence in our lives. To my wife, Wanda, thank you for 

being my valentine for the past forty one years. 

 

Remember: “We Are THE Elks.” 

 

God Bless our great Order, our troops, and the United 

States of America.  

New Officers Elected, 
PERs Honored In February 

By Randy Shook, Grand Exalted Ruler 

To Enter Contest A—turn in your completed form to your 

District Deputy by March 15th! 

 
Central Southeast—Jim Keyser      Central Northwest—Clayton Huffman 

             North—Mike Bartsch                          South—Mack Novosad 

        Mountain—Shirley Tipton                      West—Kerry Mayhew 

elks.org/grandlodge/fraternal/files/contestALodgeCertification.pdf.
elks.org/grandlodge/fraternal/files/contestALodgeCertification.pdf.


LUCKY 24 (continued from p.1) 

We are looking forward to all the great things coming in 2024, but we still have 

challenges to conquer. 3 months remain in the Lodge year, it is time to push 

Membership to the finish line. Develop your “elevator speech” and tell every-

one why they should join the Elks. 

Everyone has busy lives, with our work, hobbies, families and the mundane 

tasks that need to be performed as an adult. So why would anyone add the ex-

tra duties of being an Elk Member, Lodge Officer or Heaven forbid a state or 

Grand Lodge officer/committee person? We as Elks have made adding Mem-

bers a priority. So, we ask the people we know to join, and they usually ask, 

“what’s in it for me?” 

Joining the Elks and volunteering offers vital help to people in need, supports 

our programs, and serves the community, but the benefits can be even greater 

for you, the Elk volunteer. Joining the Elks and getting involved, can help you 

to find friends, connect with the community, learn new skills, and even ad-

vance your career. 

Being an Elk Volunteer can help protect your mental and physical health. It 

can reduce stress, combat depression, keep you mentally stimulated, and pro-

vide a sense of purpose. While it’s true that the more you volunteer, the more 

benefits you’ll experience, volunteering doesn’t have to involve a long-term 

commitment or take a huge amount of time out of your busy day. Giving in 

even simple ways can help those in need and improve your health and happi-

ness. 

You’re donating your valuable time, so it’s important that you enjoy and bene-

fit from your volunteering. 

  

Meet Texas 
State President 

Steve Weatherly! 

The Colorado Elks Association 

is excited to host the Man of 

Many Titles—Steven Weather-

ly—at their Winter Quarterly. 

Steve is not just the Texas 

State President, he’s also 

Grand Lodge Esquire and a 

member of the Grand Lodge 

Auditing & Accounting Com-

mittee. 

A little bit about Steve… 

What is your home town? 
 

Pampa TX 

Where is your current 
lodge? 

 
Fort Worth 124 

Who proposed you & 
when? 

 
I was proposed by Vivian Hol-
lars, the second female Exalt-

ed Ruler for Fort Worth in 
1999.  

What is your favorite Elks 
program? 

 
I love working with special 

needs children 

What are you most 
curious about? 

 
I am curious as to how we can 

advance veterans services 
through the new Texas Elks 

Camp on Texoma.  

Who is your Valentine? 

 

My sweet Kerri  - married for 

over 40 Years! 
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Just Ask! (continued from p.1) 
A new calendar year has started and with this most of us make resolutions. I 

do hope that one of those is to try something different in your lodge. Whether 

it be a new committee, a new fundraiser, or a new idea to help your lodge or 

community. It is fun to learn and try. You may find a new passion or meet new 

members. 

 

In fact, ask a member especially a new one to help you out. Sometimes a mem-

ber is just waiting for the opportunity to be asked. Look at other lodges to in-

spire and give ideas. Look what was done in your lodge in the past and revamp 

those activities. 

I love getting the newsletters from all the lodges. It gives me great joy to see all 

the work that this state is doing. If I am not on your email list for your newslet-

ter, please add me. My email is lexa_923@outlook.com. You can use this to 

contact me anytime as well. Hope to see what is happening at your lodge. 

The Winter Quarterly will be arriving soon. Please take advantage of all the 

great information that is given there and don’t forget to let others know what 

you are doing as well. Janet and I hope to see you there. 

God Bless you and your family. Hope this new year brings you much happiness 

and success. 

https://www.youtube.com/@CEANews
mailto:lexa_923@outlook.com


GOT NEWS? 

Submit by April 1st to 

CEApublicity@gmail.com 
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